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PREFACE. 



'Jt liSmew of the compiler in publishing these Extracts is 
to promote purity of heart, by pointing out the danger cf 
remaining in an uwregenerate and polluted state^ in which 
acceptance with Gdd is not to be attained: and to shew the 
necessity of ofur attending to that divine light, the light 
cf €^krist', whieh shines in our hearts, and. convinces of 
and reproves for sin there^ and leads to a detestation 
and abhorrence of it ; and as the soul yields in obe- 
dience to- the convictions received, power is gradually 
given to forsake and overcome those corruptions and evil 
inclinafions, by which it was formerly held in bondage. 

Unless we come to this light, this divine gift, (which 
because it makes manifest the evil and the good, is called 
light,) and submit to the redeeming power of Christ, the 
cleansing operation of his Spirit, how can we have any 
claim to the religion of the. Gospel of Christ, by which we 
are called to holiness — i. e. a being bom again, not of 
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for ever? so that we 
should not live after the flesh, the first and fallen nature, 
but receive, walk after, and be governed by, the redeeming 
Spirit of Christ. 

This is indeed a subject of such importance, that U 
should be our daily care to feel and know that the seed of 
Christ reigns in us, over our first or fallen nature. To be 
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inward in our minds, and tubmU to the reguhUinff p&wet 
ofii-uth, inwardly revealed, needi iM kimder Mi im our 
outward calling ; for truth expandt, enlargeSp and opem 
the mind or understanding, so that as the law fff the Lord 
is meditated in, the hands may with ease be induiirUu^ 
engaged in providing for the hodg. Bg this regulating 
power of truth, we are assisted in our cmhoard concerns i 
and as the true seed reigns over evil in us, we are 
enabled to do all to the hon&ur and glory of Ood; and bg 
thus using the talent or talenU received, if suddenly taken 
out of time, as hath been the case with msmy we have 
knovm, we shall be prepared and in readsness, ihremgk 
adorable mercy, to hear the language, ** WeU dome then 
good and faithful servant, thou hast beenfaitl^ ever a 
few things, I will make thee ruler over many things; 
enter thou into the jog of ihy Lord.'' That we may 
each of us maintain such a state of watchfulneu and care 
as to be thus prepared, is the desire of the publisher of 
tfiese Extracts, 



d by Google 



EXTRACTS. 



FROM R. BARCLAY. 

31 OT to dive into the many curious notfons Avhich 
some have concemii^g the condition of Adam before the 
Mly all agree inthis^ that thereby he came to a very 
great loss^ nc^ only in the' things which relate to the 
oatward man^ but in regard to that true fellowship and 
communion he had with God. This loss was signified 
unto him in the conmiand^ ^^ For in the day thou eat- 
est thereof^ thou shalt surely die." Gen. ii. 17* This 
death could not be an outward death^ or the dissolu- 
tkm of the outward Man 5 for as to that^ he did not 
die yet many himdred years after ; so that it must 
needs respect his spiritual Hfe and conununion with 
God. The consequence of this Fall^ besides that 
which relates to the fhiits of the earthy is also expressed 
Gen. iii. 24. '* So he drove oiit the Man, and he placed 
at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a 
flaming sword, which turned every way, to keep the 
way of the tree of life/' Now whatsoever literal sig- 
nification this may have, we may safely ascribe to this 
Paradise a mystical signification, and truly account it 
that spiritual communion and fellowship, which the 
Saints obtain with God by J^us Christ ; to whoni only 
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these Cherubims give way, and unto as many as enter 
by Him, who calk himself the door. So that though 
we do not ascribe any of Adam^s guift to men, until they 
make it theirs by the like acts of disobedience,^ yet 
we cannot sappose that Men, who are come of Adam 
naturally, can have any good thing in then: nature, as 
belonging to it 5 which he from whom they derive their 
nature, had not 4iims€lf to comnHiKliieate unto them. 
If then we may is^Kxm^ tb^ 44^-fttd .not; ir^ldn 
ia his nature (as belongiag th^eunta) any wiU.orligbt 
capable to give him loiQwledge iai5pJritUi8j4luqgB, the» 
n^i|her.caQ U» jjpstjerity: Eor; wMsw^^^^^g^ 
,,ainy B(ian ckai^i, it proceedeth dq^ ftom4u§t?^«rpya|4ie 
is.Mau^ or the son of Adam j;;b^t from 4;l^i^,rss/^ .^of 
Qod jn him> as a npw wsita^on pf JUfip,ji%qrdpr|^ JhwS 
hun out of the n^tmral conditiou :.'So ^tp tl^wh it 
be in him^ y^t it is AotoChimi a^d4hjisl^rIfQi|:d(]|Uim- 
^fi minted, Gpi.:n..^ wjfsxt (itjis^^dj^^S^Cf^W 
lli^ etYeijr ]ips|gmtio^.of 4jbe.tlpuQ^^ was 

opJIy evil cpi^tis^vs^ :'^ l^di^^ 
.positive, ;s^ar^ t^ypVqryicp ii| pKd^fflrive^, <Olrserve|^ 
eiQptosis.oltb^mf &:?j^^ Sx&bc i^ e\wytiWH"wlicia 4?f 
the thpuglrfs of Wb bp^rt ;, sf^^^tl^iji^ admilsof noe^f^cy- 
tion of any -imagtnation of |;h|e.il;hgf^g^ '^f)fl;bi$ ^ifff^- 
Secondly, Is only evil cootimji^]^^^ aV^'Q^^i^^^kW^ 

* What can be more positive than the words of Bzekiel ^yIu. 
$0^<'The86«itbat9Uiii9th.itib«d]rdie. The scm sUH flit 'too; tif e 
iniquity of the jfather," and if not ofhis immediate father, . far 1ms 
•hall he bear the iniquity of Adam. In Pmd. li. 6, tbeantqnity and 
sin here spoken of is more attributable to the .parent: thim to.tiie 
child. It is said, indeed, " in sin did my mother conceive me**— 
. aot^ my mother did conceive me a suiner. 
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part evil contumally^ nor yet only eyQ at some tiam; 
but both only ev3^ and always and continually evil ; wfa»eb 
certainly excludes any good^ as a proper effect of man'^ 
hearty naturally : For thai which is evil only^ and'tiiat 
always^ cannot of its own nature produce any good t^ng. 
The Lord expressed this again a little after^ Chap. viii. 
21 • '^ The imagination of Man's heart is evil from his 
youth :'* thus inferring how natural it is unto him ; 
and it also appears clearly from the saying of tiie Prophet 
Jeremiah^ Chap. xvii. 9. ^^ The heart is deceitful above 
all things and desperately wicked.'* For who can 
with any colour of reason imagine, that that which is 
so, hath any power of itself, or is anyway fit to lead a 
man to righteousness, whereunto it is of its own nature 
directly opposite ? This is as contrary to reason, as it is 
impossible in nature, that a stone, of its own nature and 
and proper motion, should fly upwards : For as a stone 
of its own nature inclineth and is prone to move down- 
wards towards the centre, so the heart of man is na- 
turally prone and inclined to evil. 

But the Apostle Paul describeth the condition of 
men in the fall at large, taking it out of the Psalmist. 
^' There is none righteous, no not one ; there is none 
that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 
God. They are aU gone out of the way, they are al- 
together become ilftprofitable 3 there is none that doeth 
goody no not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre^ 
with their tongues they have used deceit, the poison of 
asps is imder their lips : whose mouths are full of 
cursing and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed 
A 2 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



8 
bloq4$ ^txnctSHi a&d imsery are iat^^dor wsysr and 
the way of peace have they tiet kQoWHi lleke is no 
fear of God before flidr ^fes**" ^^ What mcHre poailiTe 
can be spoken ? He seemeth ti> be paitieukurfy cavefiil 
to avoid that any good should be ascribed te the ria- 
tiival Man ; he sherws how he is pottnted in ail his'ways ; 
he shews how he is v(»dofrighteotisDessof understand- 
ing^ of the knowledge of God 3 how he is out of the 
way^ and in short unprofitable^ than which nothing 
can be more fully said to confirm our judgment: for 
if this be the condition of the natural man^ or of 
man as he st^ds in the Fall^ he is unfit to midce one 
right step to heaven. 

If it be said^ that this is not spoken c^ the condition 
of m^i in general^ but only of some particulars^ or at 
the least that it comprehends not all. 

Hie text sheweth the clear contrary in the fore- 
going verses^ where the Apostle i^kes in himself, as he 
stood in his natural condition. ^^ What then ? Are we 
better than they ? No, in no wise ; for vre have before 
jnx>ved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under 
sin, a^ it is written :" and so he goes on ; by which it 
is manifest that he speaks of mankind in genaial. 

If they object that which the same apostle saith 
in the foregcring chapter, ver. 14, to wit, ^^That the 
GentSes do by nature the things contained in the law," 

* When diriiie Grace is stifled in the heart of man, what animal 
in all Creation is nearly so say age, so barbarous and so cmelasbe^ 
not only to the brute Creation, but even to his own species ? What , 
engines of torment and of torture he has invented wherewith to 
distress hi» fdlow creatures, and even this often under the pretence 
of Heiigion ! 
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and so cdtwequeritly do by nature that which is good 
and^ce^tabk in the rf^t of God. 

I answer J this nature must not^ neither can be 
understood of man's Own natore^ which is corrupt and 
fiEkUen ; but (^ the spiritual natu)re^ which proceedeth 
from the seed of God in man, as it receiveth a new 
idsitation of God's love, and is quickened by it : which 
clearly appears by the following words, where lie saith, 
** lliese not having a law, (i. e. outwardly,) are a law 
nfito themselves ; which shews the work of the law 
written in thew hearts." These acts of their's, then, 
are an effect of the law written in their hearts 5 but the 
Scripture declareth, that the writing of the law in the 
heart is a part, yea, and a "great part too, of the new 
covenant dispensation, and so no consequence or part 
of man's natine. 

Secondly, if this nature here spoken of could be 
understood of man's own nature, which he hath as he 
is a man, then woidd the apostle unavoidably contra- 
dict himself; since he elsewhere poatively declares, 
that " the natural man discemeth not the things of 
God, nor can." Now I hope the law of God is among 
the things of God, especially as it is written in the 
heart. The apostle, in the 7th chapter of the same 
Epistle, saith, ver, 12, that ^^ the law is holy, just, and 
good" ; and ver, 14, ^^ the law is spiritual, but he is 
carnal." Now in what respect is he carnal, but as he 
stands in the Pail imregenerate ? Now what inconsis- 
tency would here be, to say, that he is carnal, and yet 
not so of his own nature, seeing it is from his own 
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natui« that he is so denominated ? We see the apostfe 
contra-distinguisheth the law as spiritual^ from man's 
nature as carnal and sinful. Wheirefore, as Christ 
saith^ ^^ there can no grapes be expected from thorns, 
nor figs of thistles ;" so neither can the fulfillhig of the 
law^ which Is spiritual^ holy^ and just^ be expected from 
that nature which is corrupt, fallen, and unr^enerate. 
Whence we conclude^ with good reason, that the na- 
ture here spoken of, by which the Gentiles are said to 
have done the things contained in the law, is not the 
common natme of men, but that spiritual nature which 
ariseth from the works of the righteous and spiritual 
law that is written in the heart. 



FROM W. PENN. 

JuLaPPY had it been for Adam and his posterity, had 
he obeyed God's commands ; but transgression, by dis- 
obedience, getting entrance, he soon died to that inno- 
cent state in which God created him. In which fallen 
state all nations have been, and are, (let their profes- 
sions seem never so great, and their sacrifices never so 
many,) that live in the disobedient nati^e^ and so 
strangers to that immortality and life eternal, the first 
Adam became dead to, by his transgression, and which 
the second Adam raises to the knowledge and posses- 
sion of, by the power of his quickening spirit. Thus 
it was, that the sacrifice of Cain was rejected of God, 
because offered in the fallen, unrighteous, and accursed 
nature. 
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The worid began witii innoceiicy ; all was. then 
gpod that the good God had made. And he blessed 
the works of bis hands; so their natures and harmony 
n^^gnjfied him^ their Creator. 

. But this happy state lasted not Ipng ; for man^ the 
crown and gloiy of rthe whole, being tempted to aspire 
above his place, -unhappily yielded against command 
and duty, as well as interest and felicity^and so feu be- 
low Jjtjflostthe divine image^ the wisdom, power> and 
purity )ie was. made in 5 by which, being nolcMiger fit 
A)r Paradise, he was expelled that garden of God, his 
proper dweUing and residence, and was driven out as a 
4)00^ vagabond from the presence of the Lord, to wan- 
der on the earth, the habitation of beasts. 

Yet God that made him, had pity on him ; for he, 
seeiiig that man was deceived, and that it was not of 
me^ce, pr an original presumption in him, but through 
the subtilty of die serpent, in his infinite wisdom and 
goodness, found out away to repair the breach, recover 
the loss, and restore fallen man again, by a nobler and 
rodre Excellent Adam, promised to be born of a wo- 
xam ; that as by means of a woman the evil one had 
pjreya^d upon man, by a woman also, He should come 
into the world, who woidd prevail against him, and 
bruise his liead, and deliver man from hb power ; and 
which, in a signal manner, by the dispensation of the 
Son of God in the flesh, in the fulness of time, was 
personally and ftdly accomplished, by him and in him, 
as man's Saviour and Redeemer. 
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FROM I. PENNINGTON. 

X HE fall of man is such^ that it hath befiumbed all 
hi^ senses, yea^ so bereft him of them^ that he cannot 
feel his own estate. He is dead^ spiritually dead^ and 
can no more fed his deaths his spiritual death^ than a 
man naturally dead^ can his natural death. Men speak 
of tlie relics of the image which the first man had. Ah^ 
poor deceived hearts ! what relics of life are there in a 
dead man ? what relics of purity in a man wholly d^e- 
nerated and corrupted ? Nay, nay, the spiritual image^ 
the divine image, the eternal life, the pure power and 
virtue, is wholly lost, and there is nothing left but what 
is captivated and destroyed through the degenerating 
power. So that it is impossible for fedlen man to attain 
to so much as one true; breathing Or desire after God 
again. This can only arise by the power of grace, in 
mercy extended, begetting in us (by the free gift) that 
divine life and image again, which was slain In man, and 
the impression of it on him wholly lost.* 

* Bishop WUaon, <m Jt^n iu. 6, says, << In this text, flesb and spi- 
rit do plainly denote the two states of Man by nataie and grace; 
that which is bom of the Spirit partakes of the properties of that 
spirit, by which he is regenerated: so, that which is bom of tUe 
flesh, partakes of the properties of the flesh. The birth df the 
spirit, is as real as the birth of the flesh.'* 

In Fletcher'i JHsamrse on the New J^irthy he says, ^^Thon hast 
lost the life of God ont of thy sonl, and thon canst not recover it 
but by being bom again. Without a spiritual birth, it will be as 
impossible for tiiee to see Ood, and rejoice in the brightness of hit 
face, as for av infant not yet bora, to discover the suui and reioioe 
in his Ught" 

<' By knowing onr own notlungness and Inabtli^, that we have 
no capacity for good, but that of receiving it from God alone, self ia 
wholly denied, its kingdom is destroyed, no room is lelt for spiritual 
pride and self esteem ; we are saved from a pharbaical holiness, 
from wrong ophdous of our^wn works and deeds, and from a mui. 
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FROM G. FX)X. 

JN OW whilst Adam and Eve were In Paradise^ and tsiept 
God's commandment, and obeyed his voice, they were 
hdipmeets in th^ image of God, both male and female ; 
and God gave them dominion over all that he had made, 
and blessed them : but after they disobeyed God's voice 
and command, arid hearkened unto the serpent's, and 
sb were subjected, under hope of being as gods, and of 
bdbg wiser than Crod had made them, and thought 
that jfiruit was good for food and to make wise, which 
brought them surely to die that day they did eat thereof. 
So Adam and Eve came to be dead to God, and in- 
stead of being "vnser, came to be fools, and got the -cur- 
sed ground, and thorns and thistles, instead of Para- 
dise. 

But you may see that Adam and Eve were alive 
after this. Yea, they were alive outwardly, but they 
died from the image and likeness of God, and righteous- 
ness and holiness which God Almighty made them in, 
and from that power in which the Lord gave them do- 
minion over all the works of his hands. 

^^The Lord God said, thou shalt not eat 6f the 
tree of knowledge of good and evil, for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." 

*^ But the serpent said, if ye eat thereof ye shall 



titade of errors the most dangerons to oar souls. But wliea we 
once apjirehend, but in some good degree, the au. of Odd and 
Hie nothingness of ourselves, we have got a truth whose useful- 
ness and bendfit no Words- can express. *^ When our religion is 
founded on this Rock, it has the firmness of a rock, and its height 
reachei unto heaven." Low's Spirit of Prayer, 
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not surely die ;'' and they. £d eat^ and disobeyed the 
Iiiord's voice apd command, and did si^e^ dhi [as 
above expressed^ to tbfs image aadli]c,9ne^$,o£Gofy 
and so death passed upon all men^ aod aU; died in. 
Adam* 

NiDw all bei^in the fall of JMan^aiid A4^m»tul 
his whole house beingr £»}len from Hke inrage of jGiod 
into sin and darkness^ Christ, the second Adim,. diec)* 
for theipa all and ^lUglM^iiis tbiem all. 

Now^ dear friends, you that are redeemed from the^ 
death and faXL of Adam, by Christ, tiie second Adanv 
in him ye haye liffs, res^ a^d peace. Blessed be tlie 
Ix)r4 for ever throu^ J^u^ Christ wjio. hath tasted 
death for a)! men to bripg them, out o£ the deatli oC 
Adam, aud is a propitiation for the sins of the whok, 
world, and gave himself a ransom for alL 



FROM R. CLARIDGE. 

MjY the propi^tory Baca&o/^ ot Christ without iis,. 
we, truly repenting and believing, are^ through the 
meroy of God, justified from the imputations erf sins 
and transgressions that are passed, as though they had 
never been committed. And^ by the mighty work of 
Christ within us, the po^^er, nature, and habits of sin 
are destroyed ; that '* as sin once reigned unto death, 
even so now grace reigneth through righteousness upta 
eternal life,, by Jesus Christ our Lord.'* And all this is 
effected, not* by a bare or naked act of faitb, separate 
from obedience, but in the obedience of faith, Christ 
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being the author of eternal salv^ation to none but those 
that obey hifn«* 



WiLUAM DEWSBURY, speaking of man in his 
fallen state, says — '^ Your minds are feeding on created 
objects, which.will perish ; some there are that feed 
upon Ihe letter of the Scripture, comprehending God 
and Christ in their wisdom, from what the saints of the 
Most High spake forth from the life they enjoyed in 
Christ Jesus, which was in them the hope of their glo- 
ry ; and man, in liis own wisdom, steals the words into 
his understanding, and knows not this life and power 
thereof in himself; and so while he speaks to others, 
himself is a castaway. Every man and woman in par- 
ticular, deal justly with your own hearts, and see what 
is the ground of the hope of your calling, and by wha^ 
power you are acted ; whether by the power of the first 
Adam, or the second ; for if thou, upon the convince- 
ment of the evil of thy ways, do not wait in the light 
which is in thy conscience, that convinceth thee of the 

• G. Monro, Vicar of Letterkenny, in Ireland. " * Hear,' saith 
the wisdom of God to the souls of Men, Prav. viii. 6. *for I will 
speak of excellent things and the opening of my lips shall be 
•f right things ;* clearly intimating, that in order to be tanght 
bv the Holy Spirit, and receive from him the knowledge of divine 
toings, we must carefully listen to his voice. Now a scholar, if, 
when his master is speaking and using endeavours to instruct him, 
be should suffer his attention to be broken and scattered, by play- 
ing and unseasonablv talking with his comrades, or otherwise, can- 
not hear the voice of his teacher nor be benefited hj him ; lo neither 
can we hear the voice of the Holy Spirit, nor receive any profit by 
his loving care to assist us, as long as oar attention is diverted l^ 
the cares of the world, by the tumults of our unruly passions, by 
inordinately pleasing our sensuality, and indulging ourselves in the 
liberty of speculating vainly. His gentle voice it heard only in 
silence and recollection, when the mind is serious and undisturbed, 
•ur passions hushed, and the world secluded* 

B 
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Hvil o£ thy doings^ for p6wer from the Lord to gmdi^ 
thee forth of the evil which the light discovers^ which 
would guide thee into the kingdom ; but tihou runnest 
into the wisdom of the first Adam^ to seek the king- 
dom in outward forms and observations : tliotigh thou 
tvalkest never so strictly in these^outward forms^ thou 
art alive in the first Adam^ sewing fig leaves together 
to hide thy nakedness ; thou art building a tower to 
get up to Grod in thy Babylonish wisdom^ and confu- 
sion will come upon thee ; in the day when the Lord 
Cometh to look for fruit, thou wilt be found a frtdtless 
fig tf'ee that cmnbereth the ground.* 

'^My friends, ^except you be regenerated and 
bom again, you cannot inherit the kingdom of Grod/ 
This is the word of the Lord God unto all people — 
this lies not in airy profession and in vain imagination ; 
and whatsoever else it is that you deck yourselves with- 
al, you must, every particular man and woman, be 
bom again, else you cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. There is no other way, no other gate to enter' 
into life, but by this great work of regeneration ; there 
isrno returning to that blessed life, but by the loss of 
that life that did grieve the Spirit of God, and which 
did cause man to be driven out of Paradise. 

'^Now all of you that come to be regenerated 

you must come to the light of Christ : there is no other 

* Bromley, <' We too often talk of dispensations beyond our 
attainment, and so negleet holy stillness, leading to the perfect 
death, and daily mortification of the ill habits and customs of tbt 
old nature and the world, and pressing into the humility, poverty, 
innocency, and simplicity, that should be in ns, and would mort 
beantity us in the sight of God, than all other gifts atid knoM^ledgc 
wfcateTer." 
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way to it ; he will search your hearts, and try your 
reins, and set your sins in order before you, and trace 
out your iniquities that compass you about j therefore 
you must see yourselves a lost people, a sinful people, 
and so come to feel the weight of yonr sins upon your 
consciences ; there is no other way to come to life ; 
you will never complain of sin till you are burthened . 
with it, till you have a trumpet sounded in your ears 
to awaken you, that you may arise from the dead, that 
Christ may give you light.* 



FROM C. MARSHALL. 

DUT what was that which in Adam died ? and what 
was the death, seeing thai the Lord said, ^^ in the day 
that thou eatest of the tree, thou shalt surely die," and 

* Bromley's Sabbath of Rest, ''And truly this sulject U of 
peat concerament to att, because all are capable of the New 
Birth, and none without it can ever be happy : to mistake this : 
work Is very dangerous, because it is thie passage to eternal rest. 

*'The spirit of Man is totally to be inhabit^ hy Christ, there is 
not one we^d to be left there. We are to be stripped of all the 
liches of corrupt nature, before we can pass through the last gate 
into the City. A. naked spirit quickly enters. Hence that of Christ • 
* Blessed are the poor in spirit, for their'sis the kingdom God,^ 
' An empty spirit God will filL' For God is love, and delights 
(through his Son) to communicate of his own fulness, to all that 
can receive it : the soul cannot foe emptied, but through regenera- 
tion ; Bor filled if not first emptied. If we part with darkness, 
vani^, and lust, we receive light, substance, and love. A complete 
exchange brings complete happiness. How few are willing to 
sen all tor Christ I How many distinctions are created by reason to 
avoid the Cross and death of Christ! 

*<But it is very dangerous to take up such principles, ax 
■ay indulge any part of msX which must be destroyed. It may 
make us fall short of heaven when we expect to enter into it* 
h u far more safe to be too strict than^too remiss, but the mean is 
best." 

It is said, this good Man when near his end, '^ was observed 
to be much introverted and exercised in mental prayer, or prayer 
io silence ; and when he heard much talk in his chamber he would 
My, '< be silent, be silent, for silence and stillness is beat." 
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jet^ though he did eat thereof^ he lived outwardly^ and 
had children ? 

It was the inward man that died^ which was so 
made by the living breath of the Almighty ; for man^ 
going out of the counsel of the Lord^ by his disobedi- 
ence came to be alienated from the life of €rod^ and so 
became insensible of that primary life^ in which he was 
whdly a right seed^ and a noble plant. In'diis degene- 
ration he became inwardly dead^ and the inward senses 
of the inward man were lost^ and thus he came to be 
without God in the world ^ and here in this state^ man 
was altogether out of a capacity of abiding in the gar- 
den^ or partaking of the tree of life^ that was in the 
midst thereof 5 and in this state are all the unconvert- 
ed sons and daughters of Adam. 

Man being thus fallen from God into this miserable 
deplorable state^ the Divine Beings in his ^ndless^ 
boundless^ fethomless loving kindness^ hath opened a 
way by which mankind might be restored up to hinilself 
agsun^ which way is the promised seed. So here was 
the tender mercy of the everlasting God extended to man- 
kind, in giving the seed, to wit, Christ Jesus j else all 
would have beai as Sodom, and like unto * Gomorrah, 
which God destroyed with fire, in his wrath. 

This is generally confessed, that in the first Adam 
all die, and in the second, (Christ the Lord,) all come 
to be made aUve agsdn ; but how mankind comes out 
of this state ci deatJi in the firist man Adam, is that 
which the wisdom of this world never knew, never saw, 
never understood, nor comprehended truly or rightly.* 
* CudmartK The leeret mysteries of a diriiie U£t, of a new 
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FROM W. GRIMSHAW. 

1 HUS it is with matt^ until Christ, the redeeming 
power of God, bums up the stubble, the briars, bram- 
bles, and noxious weeds of our wild nature, so that the 
goodly plant may grow, and bring forth fruit in due 
season, to the glory of the great and good husbandman. 
We could no more raise ourselves from this fallen and 
degenerate state, than nature could raise itself into a pa- 
radise or garden : for it is God who must break up our 
flinty and stubborn nature, implant the seed of his di- 
vine nature in us, and weed out every thing which 
would impede its growth ; that which is required of 
the creature is, to be passive to the divine working, 
even as the clay to the stroke of the tiller. Man having 
departed in his own will from the will and command of 
his Creator, he rebelled against the light and fell 5 he 
died to the heavenly and spiritual life, the day he dis- 
obeyed the divine will ; and awaked to all the vanities 
of a sensual one ; and he can only obtain that divine 
life by returning ; and there is no other way to return, 

nature, of Christ formed in our heart, they cannot be written or 
~H>ken: language and expression cannot reach them, neither can 
ley be ever truW understood, except the soul itself be kindled from 



spoken: language and expression cannot reach them, neither can 
they be ever truW understood, except the soul itself be kindled from 
within, and awakened into the life of them. There is a soul and 



spirit of divine truths that could never yet be congealed into Ink ; 
that could never be blotted upon paper ; which by a secret traduc- 
tion and conveyance, passeth from one soul into another, being 
able to dwell or lodge no where but in a spiritual being, in a living 
thing, because itself is nothing but life and spirit. 

The Gospel require th a new creatuK«*.a.divin«» -*?♦- 
formed in us, but yet withal it bestowet 
an enlivening power. The ffreat mytter 
only in Christ withoot us ; but the very \ 
sists in Christ inwardly tormed in our hea 
JKit what lives in oar spirits. €k>d himse 
if he be oAIy withoot me ; and unless he | 
•f hknstlf and his own liktnesi int« my s« 
A 2 
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b^ by deajiog sd^ tddng 19 Ae eross^ and foQowmg^ 
Christy wbo is the way^ tbe trntfa, aod the life. Manr 
fint dqiaited firmn God by self-will^ and thereby en- 
tnoice was gi^en to sin, to fledily vanities, and worldly 
lasts; and these stiD met ns to earth and earthly 
things ; hoice die necesdfy of being quickened and 
born if;ain by the Spirit of Christ, in which renewed 
state, heavoDdy admirations are raised in us after the 
enjoyment of pore bliss^ from which Adam fell. 



FROM H. TUKE. 

JmAN having by disobedience to the divine command 
lost that state of innocence and purity in which he was 
odginally created, and having thereby subjected him* 
self and his oiSspring to sin and misery, it pleased his 
gracious and merciful Creator, in the riches of his love, 
early to point out and to promise a Redeems. This 
was done at the very time when sentence was pro- 
nounced on our first parents for their transgression. 
It appears evident, that the love of God, in sending his 
Son into the world, was not Ifanited to any part of it, 
but that the benefits were designed to extend as far as 
the effects of Adam's transgression. 

The Christbn religion, tfien, teaches, (as has been 

^-^^bppJI^^j) *faat our first parents having sinned, and lost 

' "/the. cQvineiS5^e5r1h<rtstll^ ftature was l^y then) . trans- 

- /e};5^Vthfeif/Pfl^ but in.Wdor'ttiat^^kn might. 

be restoi^ to, favour ttni a^statd -of ipurity, it^pleased 

the Almfghfy topiMns^imi send a :Re^ieemer> whose 



-i -• 
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sacrifice of himself he saw meet to accept, as the means 
of reconciliation and forgiveness of sins. 

The Christian religion exhibits to us a plan and 
design worthy of our great and gracious Creator, and 
so well adapted to the state of the human heait, that 
nothing appears to be wanting, but our acceptance of 
the terms on which it is offered. Yet the conditions 
on which only we can be true Christians, require us to 
deny ourselves, and take up a daily cross to our .evil 
propensities. This doctrine, and that foundation on 
which it is buUt, are now, as formerly, to some a stum- 
bling block, and to others foolishness. It is indeed to 
be feared, that many who adopt the Christian religion 
in theory, are but little acquainted with it in practice. 

True Christianity is more adapted to the heart, 
than to the head. It is not so much a system of doc- 
trine, as it is the power of* God unto salvation. Never- 
theless, it necessarily includes doctrines ; but then, it 
requires a union of the spirit with the letter, of faith and 
of works, of the power and of the form of godliness ; 
To unite these in our hearts, and in oiu: actions, 
is what appears to me to constitute thqtrue and perfect 
Christian. 



R. Barclay y on the means appointed/or our Redemption. 
ViOD, out of his infinite love, who delighteth not in 
the death of a sinner, but that all should live and be 
saved, hath sent his only begotten Son into the world, 
that whosoever believeth in hun might be saved. 

The angel thus declared the birth and coming of 
Christ to Ae shepherds.*— ^^ Behold^ I bring you good 
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tidingsof great joy, which shall be to all people," he saith 
not, to a few. Now if this coming of Christ had not 
brought a possibility of salvation to all, it should rather Iiave 
been accounted bad tidings of great sorrow to most people , 

God hath communicated and given mito every man 
a measure of the light of his own Son, a measure of grace, 
or a measure of the spirit, which the Scripture ex- 
presses by several names ; as sometimes, of the seed of 
the kingdom. Mat, xiii. 18, 19 ; the light that makes 
all things manifest, Eph. v. 13 ; the Word of God, 
Rom. X. 17 ; or manifestation of the Spirit, given to 
every man to profit withal, 1 Cx>r, xii. 7 ; a talent, 
MaU XXV. 15; a little leaven, xiii. 33; the gospel 
preached in every creature, CoL i. 23. 

Tlie gospel is not a mere declaration of good 
things, but the power of God unto salvation, to all 
those that believe. Rom. i. 16. Though the outward 
declaration of the gospel be taken sometimes for the 
gospel, yet it is but figiuiitively, and by a metonymy. 
For to speak properly, the gospel is this inward power 
and life wliich preacheth glad tidings in the hearts pf 
all men, offering Salvation unto them, and seeking to 
redeem them from their iniquities ; and therefore it is 
said to be preached in every creature under heaven, 
but there are many thousands of men and women, to 
whom the outward gospel was never preached. 

The apostle opens and illustrates this matter yet 
more, Rqm^^ where he declares, that the word which 
he preached, (now the word which he preaclied and the 
gospel which he preached, mA whereof he was made n 
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minister^ is one and the same^) is not far ofF^ but nigh 
in fhe heart and in the mouth. Which done^ he firam- 
eth as it were, the objection of some in our day, t?er. l4, 
16. *' How shall they believe in him whom they have 
not heard ? and how shall they hear without a preacher ? ' * 
This he answers in ver. 18. ^^ But I say, have they not 
heard ? yes, verily, their sound went into all the earth, 
and their words unto the ends of the world;** implying 
that this Divine Preacher had sounded in the ears and 
hearts of all men. For of the apostles this saying was 
not true, neither then nor many hundred years after 5 
yea, for aught we know, there are yet m^ny nations 
and kingdoms, that never have -heard of Ctelst nor his 
apostles, outwardly.* 

The great cause of the apostacy hath been that 
Man hath sought to fathom the things of God in and 
by his natural and rational principles and to build up a 
religion in it, neglecting and overlooking the principle 
and seed of God in the heart. When the rational 
principle sets up itself there above the seed of God, to 
reign and rule as a prince in spiritual things, while the 
holy seed is wounded and bruised ; there is Antichrist 
in every man, or something exalted above and against 
Christ. Nevertheless, we do not hereby affirm that 
man has received his reason to no purpose, or to be of 

* Peter saw that God had accepted Conieliiis, who was a stranger 
t« the law and to Jesus Christ, as to the outward, and he is said to 
fear God before he had this outward knowledge; therefore Peter 
concludes, that every one, in every nation, without respect of per- 
sons, that feareth God and worketii righteousness, is accepted of 
him. So he makes the fear, of God and the working of righteousness, 
and not an outward liistorical knowledge, the qualification. They, 
then, that have this, wherever they be,, are saved. 
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no service tinto him ; in no wise ; we look upoQ reason] 
as fit to order and rule man in things natural. Even ] 
as the moon borrows her light from the sim^ so ought] 
men if they would he rightly and comfortably ordered] 
in natural thii^s^ to have their reason enlightened byi 
this divine and pure light. Which enlightened reason^] 
in those that obey and follow the true light^ we confess] 
may be useful to man in spiritual things^ as it is stiltl 
subservient and subject to the other ; even as the ani«1 
mal life in man^ regulated and ordered by his reason J 
helps him in going about things that are rational.) 
Some setup their natural power and will^ denying] 
that this seedj and small appearance of the lights is tha 
supernatural saving grace of God^ ^ven to every man ^ 
to save him. All confess they feel this^ but they will 
not have it to be of that virtue. 

As Christ met with opposition from all kinds of 
professors in his outward appearance^ so doth he also in 
his inward. It was the meanness of his outward man 
that made many despise him ; so the meanness of this 
his inward appearance makes the crafty^ the pretended 
rational^ and the learned overlook it 5 desiring rather 
something that they might exercise their subtilty^ rea- 
son^ and learning about^ and use the liberty of their own 
wills. It is the unmortified nature^ the old Adam^ yet 
alive in the wise and learned^ in the most zealous for the 
outward knowledge of Christy that denies it^ that des* 
I»ses it^ that shuts it out to their own condemnation. 
The stone which the builders of all kinds have rejected 
the same is become the head of the comer. Glory to 
God for ever ! C%e, Printer, 8t9ckp<JTt. 
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